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DECORATIVE NOTES. 

IN choosing curtains, it is well to remember that a bright 
yellow fabric will light up a north room as nothing else 
can. Curtains in a dull shade of light green are most suit- 
able for a room furnished in rose color or yellow, as a green light 
will soften the bright tintings and is always pleasant to the 
eye. 

WHEN windows are too high, as is the case in many old 
houses, they may be apparently lowered by using panels 
made of Japanese or Moorish fret-work, which may be 
purchased by the square foot. The curtain-rods are placed 
below the panels, and the arrangement is very artistic. 

AVERT ornamental method of arranging curtains of pale 
yellow, blue, or pink cheese-cloth is as follows : Cut each 
curtain a yard longer than is required by the depth of 
the window, and allow this extra length to fall over at the top 
in a valance. Attach 
the curtain to a rod 
with rings, and gather 
up the outer edge of 
each valance so the 
two will form a point 
at the center. The 
edges of the curtains 
and valances should 
be trimmed with ruffles 
o f cheese- cloth that 
has been softly twisted 
to remove its wiry 
effect. 

CURTAINS for 
bookcases add 
much to the ap- 
pearance of a room, 
and are an absolute 
necessity on a low 
bookcase containing 
volumes with unat- 
tractive bindings. In- 
expensive curtains may 
be made of the heavy, 
repped cretonne which 
is now offered in such 
beautiful colorings. 
Blue denim, which is 
made softer than the 
old-fashioned blue 
jean, and is, therefore, 
more suitable for em- 
broidering, is also an 
excellent material for 
this purpose, provided 
the other furnishings 
of the room will permit 
its use. 

CURTAINS of fine 
cheese-cloth • are 
inexpensive,, and 
are very pretty for 
bedrooms, being trim- 
med at the edges with tassel fringe or lace. A novel and pretty 
finish may be arranged by folding a hem two inches and a half 
deep at the lower edge of a curtain, and inserting a strip of 
cambric or some other soft cotton in any pretty, bright hue 
before sewing the hem. The colored strip will show through 
the cheese cloth with charming effect. 



the curtains may be drawn at will to serve as a screen. They 
are not draped back, but are allowed to hang with straight ful- 
ness, usually separated to show a space of ten or twelve inches 
at the center. For a window measuring six feet in height, the 
valance may be thirteen inches deep. 




A Corner in Den, from "Interior Decoration." By Brunner & Tryon, Architects. 



THERE is a new way of hanging Swiss curtains that is es- 
pecially commended for low windows. For a window five 
feet high, make a full valance eleven inches deep when 
finished, trim it at the lower edge with lace or a ruffle, and 
arrange it at the top of the window. Just below this secure a 
brass rod, and hang the curtains upon it with brass rings. The 
advantage of this arrangement, aside from its prettiness, is that 



AMONGr the lesser articles of ornament and - comfort that go 
so far toward making the home dainty, sofa-pillows hold 
an important place, and are now used whenever there is 
the least excuse for them. In many homes the feather beds 
that have been long in disuse are now renovated or thoroughly 
aired and their contents used for a variety of decorative 
cushions. The feather cushions are not so luxurious as those 
made of down, but they answer very nicely and, of course, cost 
much less. The coverings for these pillows should, as a rule, be 
quiet and unobtrusive in tone. Brilliant reds, blues and pinks 
can seldom be used with artistic effect, being only satisfactory 
when a decided contrast with some sober-hued chair or couch 
covering is desired. A bright red cushion on a slate colored 

chair would be pretty, 
and so would a light 
-.::-- -rz. blue one in contrast 

V; with a dark green 

I chair ; but unless one 
is certain that «uch 
high colors will har- 
monize with their sur- 
roundings, it is much 
wiser to choose quieter 
hues. 

IT has been remarked 
that the best 
housekeeping is 
the sort that one never 
notices, and the same 
may be said of furni- 
ture and decorations. 
In a certain drawing- 
room the preponder- 
ance of brass-and-onyx 
stands at once attracts 
the attention of the 
caller, who feels an 
irresistible impulse to 
be continually count- 
ing these gorgeous little 
tables to make sure 
that there are seven 
and not eight of them 
in sight. The effect 
of such sameness in 
furnishing, especially 
when very noticeable 
articles are used, is to 
counteract whatever 
daintiness the home 
might otherwise pos- 
sess and to suggest a 
lamentable want of 
taste on the part of 
the owner or rather 
the mistress. The ideal 
home- gives evidence 
in every part of wo- 
man's softening influence and of her desire to provide restful 
surroundings that will quiet the wearied eye, brain and body. 
All colors are soft, cheerful and tastefully combined ; easy chairs 
abound and are evidently intended for practical service ; the 
sunlight is freely admitted by day; softly shaded lights are used 
by night ; there is no lack of foot-stools, sofa-pillows and head- 
rests, and, best of all, the true domestic spirit broods over the 
whole, lending a charm that money cannot buy, or poverty 
exclude. r 



Owb thousand health and pleasure resorts in the Empire 
State reached by the New York Central. Write for informa- 
tion. 



